
F-1 Status: Rights 
and Responsibilities 

New International Student Orientation



SEVIS Check-in - Registration Forms

Required to update SEVIS

• All F-1 and J-1 students MUST 
be registered in SEVIS each semester

• Be sure the ISS office has a copy of your 

passport, visa, I-20, and I-94 



Important Documents

• Passport

• I-20 (Certificate of Eligibility for Non-Immigrant Student)

• Visa
• I-94 Arrival/Departure Record



I-20 (Certificate of Eligibility)



I-20 Signature Page



I-94 E-Retrieval

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/consent.html or Google "Get Most 

Recent I-94"

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/consent.html


Department of Homeland Security

DHS 
(Department of 

Homeland 
Security)

CBP 
(Customs and 

Border 
Protection)

ICE 
(Immigration 
and Customs 
Enforcement)

USCIS 
(U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration 

Services)



U.S.  State Department

• There are U.S. Embassies and Consulates worldwide.

• Consulates and embassies issue visas for a certain length
of time, and a certain number of entries to enter the U.S.

• There are no U.S. Consulates & Embassies within the 
U.S.

• It is impossible to renew your F-1 visa in the U.S.

• If you want to renew your F-1 Visa, you must apply 
in the country that issued your passport.



Foreign Consulates & Embassies

• There are foreign consulates and embassies within the 
U.S

• Certain services can be done at your home country's 
consulate or embassy in the U.S

o Renewing your passport

o Emergency legal assistance

o Travel updates

o Disaster response



SEVIS

• SEVIS stands for “Student and Exchange 
Visitor Information System”

• U.S. government tracking system for students and scholars

o Monitored by the Student and Exchange Visitor Program 

(SEVP) - part of ICE

o All I-20s are generated from SEVIS

• Schools have Primary & Designated School Officials 
(P/DSO) that are required to update specific information 
within certain deadlines.



Who are your DSO’s? (F-1)

Keith Davis, PDSO

Kariana Alvarado, 
DSO

Ethan Lehman, DSO

Christine Dima, DSO     



F-1 Visa

• A Visa is an eligibility sticker 
that is used to apply to enter 
the U.S. The visa is only a 
travel/entry document.

• If you leave the U.S, your F-1 
Visa must be valid in order to 
re-enter.



SF-1 Status

• Once admitted and you enter the U.S with your F-1 
visa, you are given your “F-1 status” .

• Part of your F-1 status is your Admit Until Date (AUD), which 
will be found on your I-94 Form.

• Status and Admit Until Date determine the length of lawful 
stay in U.S., not the F-1 Visa.

o Prior to Fall 2026, students were given more flexibility on 

how long they could stay in the U.S

o This was referred to as Duration of Status (D/S) on your 

I-94 Form



A visa is like a house key…

You need a key to open the locked door and 
go in, but you do not need the key to leave.



Status is like being welcome…

If you are not following by the rules, you will be 
uninvited.

OR



F-1 Status

o Admit Until Date (AUD) is a fixed date no longer than 4 years 

+ 30 days.

o This means you are allowed to remain in the U.S. until 

you complete your academic program, plus for an 

additional 30 day “grace period”.

o Admit Until Date (AUD) = Program End Date + 30 days

EXCEPTIONS: If an F-1 student entered the U.S before 
September 15th, 2026 and does not depart after this date, 
they will have a 60 day grace period.



Rules for Maintaining F-1 Status

• Have a valid passport at all times

• Have an unexpired Form I-20

• Report a change of address to the ISS Office within 10 
days of your move and update Web Banner.

• Do not work off campus without authorization

• Be enrolled full-time

• Attend & pass classes



Full Time Course Load

• Undergraduate- must be enrolled in 12 credits or more in 
Fall and Spring semesters

• Graduate - must be enrolled in 9 credits or more in Fall 
and Spring semesters

• Summer & Winter terms are optional

• Withdrawals (W) are not recognized as a full-time course 
load.

• “F”s are recognized as part of a full-time course load. 



Full Time Course Load (cont.)

• May only take 1 class or up to 3 credits of “on-line” 
courses as part of 12 credits

• Exceptions to Full-Time Requirement:

• Documented Medical Condition

• Last Semester of Studies

• Initial Academic Adjustment Difficulty

Must get DSO permission from ISS before you drop below 
full-time!



What if I violate the rules of my status?

• P/DSOs are required to update SEVIS based on your 
program status. If certain dates pass without 
required updates, SEVIS will automatically terminate 
your record.

• A Termination may subject you to unlawful presence 
in the U.S., deportation, and/or future exclusion from 
entering the U.S.



What if I violate the rules of my status?

• Apply for Reinstatement through USCIS to regain 
your status

OR

• If you do not apply for Reinstatement, you will 

be expected to leave the country 
immediately. You can then apply for an “Initial 
Attendance” I-20 to return to the U.S.



New Academic Rules for F-1 Students

• International Undergraduate Student
o Must wait 1 academic year to change major

o Must wait 1 academic year to transfer to a new school

o Can apply to SEVP if student meets "extenuating 

circumstances" for an exception

• International Graduate Student
o Cannot change major/program

o Cannot transfer to a new school unless SEVP approves 

• No lateral or reverse matriculation 
o Associates --> Bachelors --> Masters/PhD



Employment

• On-Campus - SSN required to be paid

• Curricular Practical Training (CPT)

• P/DSO approval required

• Optional Practical Training (OPT)

• P/DSO approval required

• USCIS approval required



On-Campus Employment

• Students are allowed to work part-time (up to 20 hours/week) 
while school is in session.

• Additional hours are allowed during summer and school

breaks (up to 27 hours/week during breaks at SUNY 

Brockport for most on-campus jobs).

• No government approval is needed but Social Security
Number (SSN) is required to be paid.

• Best place to look for jobs - Handshake/Eagle Connect

• BASC, IT, Campus Rec - look for "Temp" jobs, not Work Study

https://www.brockport.edu/academics/career/eagle-connect/


Off-Campus Employment

• Curricular Practical Training (CPT)
• Must have valid F-1 status for 1 academic year (2 

semesters)

• Off-Campus work opportunity must be an integral part of 

your degree – required to graduate

• Have the following documents to obtain ISS approval

▪ Offer letter

▪ Proof of course enrollment

▪ Advisor/Instructor confirmation of course & job details 



Off-Campus Employment

• Optional Practical Training (OPT)
• Must have valid F-1 status for 1 academic year (2 

semesters)

• Must apply to USCIS for an Employment Authorization 

Document (EAD) and Extension of Stay (I-539 form)

• Available for 1 year at each higher education level



Social Security Number (SSN)

• SSN Eligibility: 
• A Social Security Number (SSN) is an identification number used 

to track US earnings and to report required tax information. 

• An SSN is assigned permanently and does not change or expire, 
even after you leave the US for an extended time.

• F-1 students are only eligible for an SSN once they secure an 
on-campus job or obtain off-campus employment 
authorization.



SSN Process for On-Campus Employment

1. Find an on-campus job.

2. Request an SSN eligibility letter from the ISS.

3. An ISS staff member will email you when your SSN letter is ready for 
pickup in Hartwell 211.

4. Next, complete the SSN application online. At the end of the 
application, you will be prompted to schedule an appointment 
with the Social Security Administration (SSA).

5. When you go to your SSA appointment, bring the following documents:

• Passport, UPDATED I-20, I-94 Record, Job Offer Letter, SSN Letter

https://forms.brockport.edu/view.php?id=3800123
https://forms.brockport.edu/view.php?id=3800123


SSSocial Security Administration Office Trip



Travel and Re-Entry

• If you wish to travel outside the U.S. during your studies, and 
re-enter after a temporary absence of 5 months or less, you 
will need the following:

• A valid passport (and valid for 6 months)

• A valid U.S. visa with more than 1 entry remaining.

• Your I-20 with a current travel signature from a P/DSO.

• Travel sig is valid for one year. Check your travel signature every semester!

• Additional Recommended Documentation:
• Transcripts or Proof of Enrollment; Tuition Receipts

• Name and Contact information of P/DSO

**Recommended to travel with passport, and I-20 even if staying within 
the U.S. You should take photos of all important documents on your phone

just in case you lose your documents!**



Completing your Program/Transferring

• You will have a 30 or 60 Day Grace Period after the last day of your 
program.

• If you choose to pursue further studies or transfer to another 
school, you must complete ISS' SEVIS Transfer Out Request form.

• Must start next term within 5 months.

• SEVIS Record must be released within 30 or 60-day grace period 
to maintain status.

• Must submit Extension of Stay application form to USCIS if 
you need more time than what is listed on your I-94 (AUD)

https://forms.brockport.edu/view.php?id=7690971


Homesickness



Ask for Help

• If you are having difficulty adjusting to your 
classes OR are experiencing mental or physical 
health issues, please talk to someone in the ISS 
office.

• We can:
o Help you find resources
o Explore course reduction options



SEVIS Check-in & Registration Form

• All F-1 and J-1 students MUST be registered in SEVIS each 
semester



Questions?



Slidesgo

Flaticon Freepik

CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo,
including icons by Flaticon, infographics & images by Freepik

Thanks for listening!

Email iss@brockport.edu with visa questions.

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
mailto:iss@brockport.edu
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