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Welcome to Queen Mary
University of London

Queen Mary University of London
is one of the UK’s leading
research-focused higher education
institutions, and one of the largest
Colleges of the University of
London.
Study Abroad students at Queen Mary live and
work on our fully integrated campus located
at Mile End, part of London’s historic East
End district and close to the London 2012
Olympic Park. The campus is served by two
underground stations – Mile End and Stepney
Green – allowing quick and easy access to
the city. Surrounding the campus are vibrant
neighbourhoods such as Brick Land and
Shoreditch, areas rich in history and today
some of the most interesting and fashionable
parts of London.

At Queen Mary students are offered the best
of both worlds: a fully integrated campus as
well as the chance to experience the limitless
opportunities of London, one of the greatest
cities in the world.
This brochure should answer most questions
about our Study Abroad programme, however
we are always available to offer further
information should it be required – our contact
details are on the back cover. We hope to
welcome you to Queen Mary in the future!

“Studying abroad is 100% worth it.
It will change your life forever”
Meredith Rollins, Southwestern University
(Study Abroad Spring 2013)

Our long established and successful Study
Abroad programme has been welcoming
students from all over the world for over 40
years. The Study Abroad programme offers
participants a fully integrated academic
experience; students can choose to study
with us for a full academic year or a single
semester, either Autumn or Spring. All subject
areas except Medicine and Dentistry are open
to Study Abroad students, and the programme
offers the opportunity to concentrate in one area
or choose modules from a variety of different
subjects.
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Why Study Abroad at Queen Mary?

World-leading research, inspiring teaching, and a stunning campus in the
heart of east London – just a few of the reasons to choose Queen Mary for
your Study Abroad experience.
• Social events programme for Study Abroad
students throughout the semester
• The academic excellence of the University
of London
• A fully integrated programme – live and learn
with British students and students from over
100 countries around the world
• A fully self-contained campus where you
can live, study and socialise
• On-campus accommodation in single
private rooms
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• Autumn, spring or full-year programmes
•A
 flexible course system that allows you to
choose courses from different academic
departments
• L ocated in east London, close to fashionable
neighbourhoods and the Olympic Park
• Comprehensive orientation and on-campus
support services
•S
 tudents and staff from over 150
different countries

London is a truly global city, home for people from all parts of the world.
It is a world centre for arts and culture, commerce and scientific and
technological development and, of course, for education.
• Over 300 languages are spoken throughout
the city
• More than 240 museums and galleries
open to all
• Over 300 theatres, 500 cinema screens
and 12,000 restaurants
• 32 boroughs offering unique cultures,
characteristics and stories

•3
 7% per cent of London’s population were
born outside the UK – the highest foreign
born population of any city in the world
•A
 lmost 103,000 international students living
and learning across the city
•O
 ver 15 million tourists every year, soaking
up the culture and history

• The greenest city of its size in the world
with 40% of the city green space
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“This semester has helped me with
my future ambitions and has been
worth every minute!”

S Quinlan Arlington, Stevens Institute of Technology
(Study Abroad Spring 2013)
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About Queen Mary

Queen Mary: past and present

Queen Mary University of London has a rich
heritage and an enviable reputation for quality,
achievement and success. We are also dynamic
and future-focused, with a contemporary
approach to education, life and culture.
Queen Mary has its roots in four historic
Colleges: Queen Mary College, Westfield
College, St Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical
College and the London Hospital Medical
College. The Mile End campus is historically the
home of Queen Mary College, which began life
in 1885 as the People’s Palace, a philanthropic
endeavour to prove East Londoners with
education and social activities. It was admitted
to the University of London in 1915.

University of London

Although the size and diversity of Queen Mary
gives it all the characteristics and facilities of
a university in its own right, it is also a part
of the federal University of London, a wideranging body comprising some 40 academic
institutions.
Together these make it the largest and most
diverse university in the country. It also means
that although Queen Mary is a self-governing
institution our students are able to take
advantage of the wide and varies educational
and social facilities of the University of London.

These include the Senate House library, which
houses more than 1.4 million volumes, and
the University of London Union (ULU) which
is amongst the most active and lively Student
Unions in the country.

Academic excellence

In 2012 Queen Mary accepted an invitation
to join the Russell Group of leading UK
universities, all committed to maintaining the
very best research, an outstanding teaching
and learning experience, excellent graduate
employability and unrivalled links with business
and the public sector. For more information
please visit: www.russellgroup.ac.uk

Research excellence

Queen Mary has made a strategic commitment
to the highest quality of research. The university
has invested in this principle by systematically
recruiting the best academics in their
disciplines from around the world. Following
the most recent Research Assessment Exercise
(RAE) the Guardian ranked Queen Mary 11th
in the UK for the quality of research being
undertaken.
So if you are looking for a unique Study Abroad
experience at a university with a long history of
academic achievement and excellence, which
takes an innovative and contemporary approach
to study and learning, then Queen Mary is the
place for you.
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About Queen Mary

A campus university

At Queen Mary students do not have to spend
time travelling from site to site to attend classes
and seminars – all facilities from housing, to
classrooms, to libraries are available on one
campus.
Queen Mary is the only university in London
to have a completely self-contained campus.
More than 2000 students live in high-quality,
affordable accommodation either on the
campus or within a few minutes’ walk, making it
a great place not only to study but also to relax
and socialise. Although some of the College
buildings date back to the 1880s, the campus
has benefitted enormously from substantial
investment and expansion in recent years.
The award-winning Student Village contains
residences, a grocery shop, a launderette, a
bank and a central reception as well as a 24
hour security office. Located in the centre is
the Curve, a 200 seat restaurant offering hot
and cold meals and a coffee bar. Other places
to eat and drink on campus include Mucci’s
Italian restaurant, the Students’ Union bar,
The Drunken Monkey oriental restaurant and
Ground coffee shop.
Academic facilities include an extensive library,
a purpose-built building for medical sciences
and an award-winning Informatics Teaching
Laboratory.
The recently opened ArtsTwo building provides
comprehensive teaching facilities for over 1000
students. These include the Harold Pinter
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Drama Studio, a flexible performance space
seating up to 80 people, a modern computer
network, satellite and video-viewing rooms, a
film-editing suite and language laboratories.
Other campus amenities include a bookshop,
Health Centre and an Advice and Counselling
Service. All in all, Queen Mary’s extensive
urban campus provides most day to day needs,
allowing students to spend less time travelling
from place to place and more time making the
most out of their Study Abroad experience!

Accommodation

Study Abroad students are usually offered
accommodation on Queen Mary’s Mile End
campus in modern, self-catered flats. All
rooms are single and the majority have ensuite
(private) bathroom facilities. Typically rooms
are grouped in flats for between four and six
students with shared kitchen facilities. All
rooms are carpeted, equipped with a single
bed, wardrobe, bookshelves, desk, chair and
storage space. Many rooms contain their
own mini-fridge. Kitchens are fully equipped
with refrigerators, freezers, cookers, storage
cupboards, food preparation areas and dining
areas. Study Abroad students are placed in
mixed flats allowing them to live with students
from the UK and many other countries. Limited
single gender housing and accessible housing
for students with disabilities is also available.

“I loved not having to worry about
commuting as I lived on campus
in the dorms…I will miss it when I
return to my apartment [at home].”

Samantha Chaffin, University of Southern California
(Study Abroad Spring 2013)

Students’ Union, sports and social life

The focal point of social life at the College is the
Students’ Union.

Other campus services include:
• Advice and Counselling Service
• Disability coordinator
• 24 hour Campus Security Service

Every Queen Mary student automatically
becomes a member of the Queen Mary
Students’ Union (QMSU), the University of
London Union (ULU) and the National Union
of Students (NUS). On campus the Students’
Union manage the student bar, shops, a
café, sports facilities and offices which offer
student support and representation services.
The Students’ Union is the focus of sport and
recreation at the College. Queen Mary has a
variety of opportunities for participation in sport,
though the emphasis here is on participation for
all, not just elite athletes, offering everyone the
chance to get involved.

Events and social programme

The Students’ Union building also has a wellequipped gym, squash courts, a sports hall
and saunas. Supervised classes such as fitness
training, circuit training, weight training, spin,
yoga and aerobics are held regularly during
term time.

As part of the welcome and orientations
programme events that are usually run include
a boat cruise on the River Thames and a guided
bus tour of London. Further events are run
throughout the semester by the Study Abroad
team once students have settled into their
classes. Recent events have included:

Personal support

• A tour of the nearby 2012 Olympic Park

While at Queen Mary students have the support
of a dedicated Study Abroad team who are
happy to advise on any matter; personal,
academic and financial. The team is the first
point of contact for students on the programme,
from admission right the way through to
departure from the university.

• St Benet’s Chaplaincy
• 24 hour Residences Reception help desk
• Health Centre
• Departmental advisers

Throughout the semester the Study Abroad
Office organises a programme of events and
activities to help students on the Study Abroad
programme meet and get to know one another,
as well as students studying for full degrees at
Queen Mary.

• Football (soccer) match at one of the London
Premiership grounds
• Visit to Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre
• Traditional Afternoon High Tea
• A backstage tour of the National Theatre
• Thanksgiving Dinner
• Cricket match at Lords (spiritual home
of world cricket)
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“Brick Lane Market is great!
It epitomises the amazing creativity,
vibrancy, ethnic diversity and
energy of east London that you
don’t get anywhere else in the city.”
Catherine Cooper, University of Melbourne
(Study Abroad Spring 2013)
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Living in London

The Queen Mary Study Abroad
programme offers students the
opportunity to experience one of the
greatest cities in the world. London
is not just a capital city – the centre
of British politics and government
– it is an international centre of
excellence for business, culture
and the arts.
London is a city of contrasts; it is a modern
bustling metropolis, home to seven million
people and workplace for many millions more,
but it is also an ancient city dating back to
Roman times, a city where history awaits the
explorer around every corner.
London, particularly in the tourist areas, can be
expensive, but there is a lot that can be done at
a low cost or for free. Most of the city’s galleries
and museums do not charge for entry and
street markets, buskers and street musicians
are all great sources of free entertainment.
With a little money to spend there is the pick
of theatre, cinema, dance, music for all tastes,
sports and nightlife, often at a reduced student
rate. Socially, student life in London is full of
unlimited opportunities.
Learning to live and study in London is
both challenging and exciting. There truly
is something here for everyone.

East London

Queen Mary is situated in the heart of east
London, an area with a rich history which is
now one of the city’s most vibrant and
cosmopolitan areas.
There are delightful contrasts to be found here,
from the bustle of street markets to peaceful
walks along Regent’s Canal and through Victoria
Park, cafés and restaurants to traditional pubs,
museums and art galleries. Despite being
one of London’s oldest areas, it also contains
the ultra-modern Docklands development
which boasts some of Europe’s most exciting
architecture.
A veritable cultural treasure trove, east London’s
rich cultural and historic tapestry ensures there
is always something new to see and experience.

Travel outside London

Whether exploring Britain, continental Europe
or the rest of the world, London is the ideal
place to start any journey. The city is a hub
for the national network of roads and rail
lines which connect the UK. Travel to Europe
is easy with a wide choice of trains through
the Channel Tunnel to Paris and Brussels, a
range of cross-channel ferries and numerous
international flights. London’s airports are all
easily accessible by rail.
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“Queen Mary is one of the UK’s leading
research institutions with an equally
enviable reputation for teaching
excellence, turning out highly
employable graduates who secure
well paid jobs when they leave”
The Sunday Times University Guide 2013
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Teaching and learning

As a Study Abroad student at
Queen Mary, you will study in an
environment renowned for the
quality of its teaching and research.
Students at Queen Mary are taught by
academic staff who are leading practitioners
in their field, directly involved in contributing
original thinking to their subjects and who
regularly publish books and journal articles.
Study Abroad programme participants study
alongside full degree Queen Mary students
from the UK and many other countries around
the world.

Choosing modules

Students normally take four modules per
semester. When applying, students will be
asked to select eight indicative module choices
per semester in order of preference and to
indicate which, if any, of these modules are
required by their home institution. These
selections are not set in stone and there is the
option to change modules at pre-registration
and, subject to availability, at enrolment on
arrival at Queen Mary.

The modular system

Although there are differences in academic
systems around the world, there is much about
the academic programme at Queen Mary that
students find reassuringly familiar. All students
are encouraged to take modules outside of
their degree specialisations and many joint
programmes run across the university. To
make this possible, Queen Mary operates a
flexible module model. For the Study Abroad
programme this allows students the freedom to
take modules from across the whole range of
the College’s academic departments. Students
can choose to concentrate module selections
within one department or take modules across
different departments.
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Teaching and learning

Subject areas

Queen Mary offers a wide range of academic
modules across all departments and subject
areas.
Study Abroad students can choose from modules
in the following areas:
• Astronomy and Astrophysics
• Biological and Chemical Sciences (includes:
Chemistry, Environment, psychology, genetics
and biochemistry)

• History (Includes: Art
and Architectural History)
• International Relations
• Language Learning Unit (includes:
French, German, Japanese, Italian)
• Law (includes: international, labour,
EU and comparative)
• Linguistics
• Mathematics

• Computer Science (includes: database
systems and applications, graphics
and multimedia)

• Modern Languages (includes: French,
German, Italian, Portuguese, Russian,
Hispanic Studies, Art and Architectural
History, European Literature and Cultural
studies, Latin American Literature and
Cultural studies Linguistics)

• Economics (includes: finance, management,
statistics and mathematics)

• Physics (includes Astronomy
and Astrophysics)

• Electronic Engineering

• Politics (includes: international relations
and globalisation)

• Business Management (includes:
management, marketing and finance)

• Engineering and Materials (Aerospace,
Mechanical, Medical, Sustainable Energy,
Materials, Design and Innovation)
• English
• Drama (includes both text and performance
based modules)
• Film and Communication (includes:
scriptwriting and production)
• Geography (includes: Environment
and human geography)
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• Psychology
For complete module listings please visit:
www.qmul.ac.uk/modules

Samantha Meyerson
History & Drama major,
Lafayette College
Study Abroad at Queen Mary
– Full Year 2012-2013
When I decided to take
a Study Abroad year, the
logical destination for me as a History and
Drama major was London. There is so much
going on here in both areas and this is the
only city I really considered. There were
classes I knew I wanted to take and all the
extra information I needed was on the website
which was really useful.
Being so close to the city is really nice.
I loved being able to go to the theatre and
go out in the city, but then come back to
campus and relax. One of the other things
I really like about Queen Mary is that it is
campus based – it feels like the school has
its own space but I still had great access to
central London. Another great scheme is
‘Mums and Dads’ run by the Students’ Union,
where new students get a ‘family’ on campus
who are second or third year students; I see
my ‘dad’ quite regularly and he has given me
some great tips, including introducing me to
my favourite restaurant!
Academically I really like the structure of
classes here. You have maybe an hour
of lecture a week per class, then an hour
seminar in smaller groups. I really like the
independent working here, and the reading
and discussion, and meeting your professors
three times a week is really good.

Quinlan Arlington
Bachelor in Chemical
Engineering, with Master
in Materials Engineering,
Stevens Institute of
Technology
Study Abroad at Queen Mary
– Spring 2013
When I came to study here it was my first
time in Europe. Orientation was a few days
after I arrived and was really useful; students
are given access to a lot of information before
coming, when they arrive, and throughout
their semester here. Throughout the semester
the Study Abroad Office held several events
for associate students; it was the perfect way
to meet other Study Abroad students and
make friends. I also went to the Superbowl
party organised by the Students’ Union which
was a bit of home culture right here
in London!
The best thing about Queen Mary is the
access to the city. It’s so easy and accessible
that two or three times a week I was going
into the city to museums and art galleries –
there’s just so much to see and do! I also
like that the university offers on-campus
accommodation to all Study Abroad students,
which isn’t available at other London schools.
Another interesting thing about Queen Mary
is that it has lots of clubs and societies which
aren’t available at most schools back home
and these are great for social networking. I
definitely think this semester has helped me
with my future ambitions and has been worth
every minute.
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Applying to Queen Mary

Qualifications

Students are expected to have a cumulative
GPA of 3.0 out of 4.0 on a 4.0 scale. However
applications from students with a slightly
lower GPA may be considered, particularly if
special circumstances apply. Applicants whose
institutions use a different grading scale will
be assessed on a case-by-case basis however
guidelines on entry requirements for several
different marking schemes are available on
the website at www.qmul.ac.uk/international/
studyabroad/apply. Students must have
experience of at least one year of university
study prior to applying to the programme.
English language requirements
For students whose first language is not English,
evidence of English language proficiency will be
required at the application stage. Queen Mary
accepts IELTS, TOEFLiBT, and PTE Academic;
requirements vary depending upon the modules
selected so please see the website for more
information: www.qmul.ac.uk/international/
studyabroad/apply. Students who do not meet
the English language requirements may be
considered for the Study Abroad (with English)
programme.

Applications

Queen Mary accepts applications from four
sources:
1. Direct Applications from students at any
university; Queen Mary application forms are
available on the Study Abroad web-site website:
www.qmul.ac.uk/international/studyabroad.

2. Via an institution which has an agreement
for Study Abroad with Queen Mary; students
should consult their home institution’s Study
Abroad adviser to see if this is the case and to
check on any special application arrangements.
3. Through a Study Abroad programme. Queen
Mary currently works with Arcadia University
College of Global Studies, Butler University
Institute for Study Abroad, Globalinks, IES, ISA,
SUNY Brockport and Study Abroad Foundation
(SAF); students should refer to publications
issued by these organisations for application
procedures.
4. Through Queen Mary’s existing exchange
agreements with international partner
institutions.
Applications from all of these sources are
considered equally on their own merits.
Applications for either the Full Year or Autumn
semester are received and considered from
January in the year of entry until 15 July;
applications for the Spring semester are
received and considered from May until 15
October of the year before the year of entry.
Applications will be considered after these
dates if places are still available, however it is
in the best interests of students to apply as
early as possible. Applications are considered
on a rolling basis as are requests for places on
modules.
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The completed application form should be
accompanied by a recent transcript or record of
studies and one confidential recommendation
supplied by someone who has been acquainted
with the applicant’s academic work. These items
can be mailed together or separately, however
the recommendation must be in a separate
sealed envelope. Applications will not be
considered until all documentation is received.

Students requiring advice, guidance or support
should contact the Study Abroad office. To
ensure support can be provided it is important
that the Study Abroad office be notified of any
support required as soon as possible. Students
need to provide recent evidence of their
disability written in English to ensure they
can access the services Queen Mary offer.

Equal opportunities

• Access to special examination arrangements,
such as additional time (NB: students with
specific learning difficulties, or what are often
termed ‘learning disabilities’ are eligible for
25% additional time in the UK)

Queen Mary welcomes students from all over
the world. The College Charter states that
the work of the College shall be carried out
in a spirit of tolerance, freedom of opinion,
mutual concern and community service, and
undertakes to avoid discrimination against any
person on the grounds of religion, race, sex or
politics.

Study Abroad students with disabilities
Queen Mary University of London has a
specialist service to support disabled students,
including what is called in the UK ‘specific
learning difficulties’, eg. dyslexia and dyspraxia.
The Disability and Dyslexia Service (DDS) can
provide a wide range of support, from additional
time in examinations to access to assistive
technology (such as text-to-speech software)
to mentoring for students with mental health
issues.
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The support on offer includes:

• Library concessions
• Access to the assistive technology suites
across Queen Mary
• Access to a pool of loaned equipment
• Support in accessing on-campus
accommodation.
More information is available on the website:
www.dds.qmul.ac.uk
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Immigration Information

To travel to the UK students may
be required to apply in advance for
immigration permission to enter the
country (usually called a visa). This
depends on nationality, the length
of the academic programme and
whether or not students wish to
work alongside their studies.
One semester students

Nationals of many countries can come to the
UK either as a Tier 4 (General) Student or as a
Student Visitor. Non-visa nationals who will be
studying in the UK for one semester can either
apply and pay £80 (2013 fee) for advance
student visitor permission or can come to the
UK as a student visitor without applying for
immigration in advance.
Immigration permission as a Student Visitor
is more limiting that Tier 4 (General) Student
immigration permission. For example:
• Students cannot undertake any kind of
work (paid or unpaid) or internships etc
• Permission will be granted for a maximum
of six months
• Students cannot apply for more time from
inside the UK (either as a visitor or as a Tier
4 (General) Student)
• Students will not normally be allowed to spend
more than six months in any 12 month period
in the UK as a visitor.
Students who wish to avoid the limitations of
Student Visitor immigration permission, or who
are from a country where a visa is required to

travel to the UK, may apply for Tier 4 (General)
Student immigration permission instead.
Queen Mary’s Advice and Counselling Service
have produced a useful guide to immigration
which can be downloaded here:
www.welfare.qmul.ac.uk/leaflets

Tier 4 (General) Student immigration
permission

Students who are visa nationals (from countries
where a visa is needed to travel to the UK) must
apply for Tier 4 (General) Student immigration
permission before being allowed to travel to the
UK. Applications can be made at the British
Visa Application Centre in the students’ home
countries or regions. A list of the centres can
be found by visiting the UK Visas website:
www.ukvisas.gov.uk/wheretoapply. To allow
students to apply for Tier 4 (General) Student
immigration permission Queen Mary will provide
a Confirmation of Acceptance to Study (CAS).
This is a unique number which enables the UK
Border Agency to access information which the
university has provided about the individual
student’s course of study.

Travelling to the UK via the Republic
of Ireland
For non-visa nationals who intend to apply for
immigration permission on arrival in the UK,
it is essential that travel is not via the Republic
of Ireland, as there is no immigration control
between here and the UK so it is not possible
to make an application for Student Visitor
immigration permission.
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Semester dates and fees

Fees
Tuition Fees
Full Year £12,750
Autumn or Spring
semester £6,375

Average Accommodation Fees
En-suite accommodation
(private bathroom):
£5,024 Full year
£2,037 Semester 1
£2,987 Semester 2

Non-en-suite
accommodation:
£4,319 Full year
£1,751 Semester 1
£2,568 Semester 2

Please note the above fees are for the 2013/14 Academic Year.
Please check our website for the latest fees.www.qmul.ac.uk/international/studyabroad/feesfinance
Application
deadline*

Arrive on
campus

Orientation

Semester
begins

Semester
ends

Spring
vacation

Exam
period**

Friday 11
October
2013

Thursday 2
January
2014

Friday 3
January
2014

Monday 6
January
2014

Friday 28
March
2014

31 March
– 25 April
2014

28 April –
6 June
2014

Autumn Friday 11
2014
July 2014

Saturday 13
September
Sunday 14
September
2014

Monday 15
September
2014

Wednesday
17
September
2014

Friday 12
December
2014

Spring
2015

Thursday 8
January
2015

Friday 9
January
2015

Monday 12
January
2015

Thursday
2 April
2015

Monday
20 April –
Saturday
25 April
2015

Monday
27 April –
Tuesday
5 June
2015

Spring
2014

Friday 10
October
2014

*Application deadlines are set to guarantee college housing – please contact us by email if you are applying after
the deadline as spaces may still be available.
**Students are required to remain at College until assessments for all their courses have been completed
and should not make any arrangements for leaving College before they know the dates of their examinations.
The exam timetable is published towards the end of the Spring semester.
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London – the world in one city

“London has been called a ‘world in
one city’ and that’s not just empty
rhetoric”
Lonely Planet 2011
Nowhere is this more true than in east London,
the vibrant area that is home to Queen Mary.
The hub of London’s creative and cultural
community, east London represents the best of
the city – steeped in history, yet always looking
to the future, and uniquely British in its diverse
character.
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Due to its location on the River Thames,
east London has long been the shipping and
merchandising centre of the capital. As a
consequence of its history as a port there is
a long tradition of immigration, integration
and shifting population that reveals itself in
the changing architecture, culture, religion,
commerce and industry of the area: synagogues
converted to mosques; warehouses transformed
into expensive riverside flats; pubs becoming
wine bars and then reverting to pubs again.
This religious, cultural and ethnic mix displays
itself in a huge variety of shops, restaurants,
cafes, bars and markets that would be hard
to match anywhere else in the UK.
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