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	I. Course Description:


	Department of International Relations

	Subject
	INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN CHILE

	HRS.
	64 contact hours

	Credits
	4

	Teacher
	Luis Ernesto Tricot

	
electronic mail
	
luis.tricot@uvm.cl   



	II. Introduction



	The Mapuche are the largest indigenous people in Chile and particularly significant in terms of Chile’s culture and identity. However, our indigenous roots have been systematically denied by the country’s dominant elites since the inception of Chile as a Nation State. Furthermore, Chilean society at large has remained either oblivious, ignorant or distant of their indigenous ancestry, considering the Mapuche, and everything related to them, as something of the past or, at the best, marginal. In fact, since the emergence of the Chilean Nation-State at the beginning of the XIX century, the elites have adopted and transmitted a Eurocentric view of themselves and of society as a whole and, therefore, also adopting a racist attitude and praxis which has had dire consequences for the country’s indigenous peoples. 

Some of these consequences are: usurpation of their land and territory, cultural disintegration, language loss, forced migration to the cities, poverty, marginalization and countless massacres. In short, the State’s main goal has always been the assimilation of the indigenous people to what has been built, through the use of violence, as a unicultural and uninational state.

However, the Mapuche – and other peoples – have always fought for their survival and, in the last 20 years, for their collective rights, transforming the Mapuche Movement in one of the country’s most important social movement. This is directly related to the advancement of indigenous rights at the international level and, undoubtedly, to the progress of the Latin-American continent’s indigenous movement. But, above all, to the Mapuche movement’s own changes, to the reformulation of their discourse, their demands, actions and political practice. The latter has, subsequently, profoundly transformed the relationship between the Mapuche and the Chilean State and society forever. 

It is within this general framework that this course seeks to analyze and understand the historical relationship between the State and the Mapuche from an interdisciplinary perspective. Thus, the course examines theories and concepts which will help the student to comprehend the current Mapuche movement and the State’s reaction to the latter’s visibilization and actions which challenge the present nature of a uninational State.

Most specifically, we will examine concepts such as culture, identity, people, First Nation, nation, ethnic group, ethnicity, territory, social movement, modernity, environmental racism, globalization, self-determination and autonomy, amongst others, to attempt to find answers regarding the relationship between the State and the Mapuche.




	III. Course Objectives


	General Objectives

· To provide the student with a general and critical overview of the historical relationship between the Chilean State and the indigenous people and, most specifically, with the Mapuche Nation.

· To provide the student with basic theoretical tools to analyze the above mentioned relationship as well as analyzing the Mapuche movement itself.

Specific Objectives

· To examine the emergence, the historical context, the analytical frames, the discourse, the actions and demands of the current Mapuche movement

· To analyze the Chilean State’s reaction to the emergence of the Mapuche movement 

What is expected from students

· Pro-active participation in the process of conceptual building as well as in the debate concerning the relationship between the Chilean State and the Mapuche people.

· Participation in all of the course’s activities, lectures and field trips.






	IV. Course Methodology


	
The course will be implemented through a combination of pedagogical tools: interactive classroom lectures, field trips and documentaries.





	V. Assessment


	
The assessment will consist of two written tests (25% each of the final grade) and one final essay (50 % of the final grade) 




	VI. Sessions

	The course comprises 3 modules which reflect and synthetize the course’s objectives.

The modules are:

· General Theoretical Framework
· Relationship between the Chilean State and the Mapuche
· The Mapuche Movement
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