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Course Description and Objectives
Course Description 
Examines sport and performance in Australia.  Explores sport and culture in a heavily sport influenced country, Australia.  Involves traveling through Eastern Australia visiting sport facilities and cultural excursions while applying experiences to directed coursework. Students will also attend various lectures on related topics to sport nutrition and from local universities.  Note: Experiences may vary each year.

Course Objectives & Learning Outcomes
At the conclusion of the program, it is expected that students will:
1. Identify comparisons between US and Australia sport, nutrition and leisure in the context of lifestyle focusing on attitudes, values, behaviors, resources and experiences
2. Experience common sports such as cricket, netball, and rugby as well as common leisure activities in Australia such as surfing, hiking, and snorkeling
3. Understand the historical events and indigenous people, that impact Australia’s values and customs 
4. Learn about and experience the geological and geographical features of a remote South Pacific region
5. Learn about the importance of sports and sport spectating that are unique to Australia 
6. Learn about the way of life, horticulture and economic systems in Australia
7. Understand the societal and cultural factors that impact sports, recreation, leisure and the national park system in Australia
8. Promote cultural competence though interacting with individuals from a different culture 
9. Enhance the ability to make observation, analyze situations and form a perspective using critical thinking skills and document finding effectively
Grading Scale and Methodology
Grade Scale
	
B+  87-89
C+  77-79
	
	A  95-100
B  84-86
C  74-76
	
	A-  90-94
B-  80-83
C-  70-73



Methodology
	Activity
	Points

	Pre Departure | Reflection- Introduction
	10 points

	Pre Departure Australia Topics Draft 
	10 points

	During Program Australia Topics interviews & Presentations
	20 points

	During Program | Reflection
	10 points

	During Program Quizzes
	20 points

	During Program Lecture Summaries
	10 points

	Post Program | Reflection/ Video
	15 points

	Post Program Final Cultural Paper
	25 points

	 
	 

	Total
	120 points


Recommended Readings and Web Resources
Australia - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture –(2016) by Barry Penney & Gina Teague 

Individual web searches based upon topics. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Assignments

1. Pre Departure | Reflection
Please create an introductory 1-2 page reflection paper about who you are and why you chose this program! Include the following information:
· Name, year, what you study
· Fun facts 
· Why you chose this program
· Hopes for the program and Concerns you may have
· Photo of yourself
· Any additional info to help us get to know you better!
2. Pre-Departure | Topics 
Choose a topic related to Australian sport, recreation, or sport nutrition on each submission. Each of these topics are important to Australia culture. Prior to your departure you will conduct a literature search on your topic with a minimum of three citations.  Provide full citations in APA format. Minimum of 2 full pages. In addition to the two written pages, you can add photographs you find on the web.
1. Netball
2. Surfing
3. Rugby
4. Football (soccer)
5. Cricket
6. Swimming
7. Disability and Sport 
8. Fitness 
9. Extreme Recreation
10. Popular Games
11. Aboriginal Games
12. Physical Education 
13. Youth sports
14. Lifetime activities
15. Performance facilities
16. Sport spectating 
17. Sport Nutrition
18. Health and wellness
19. General education
20. Cultural holidays
21. Other (to be approved by instructor)

3. Pre Departure | Facebook posts/Responses- Topics 
1. Post one photo of yourself doing something you love and briefly provide a background about yourself.  Respond to other posts to learn more about each other.
2. Post 2-3 fun facts about your topic in Australian culture that you do not think other students would be aware of. Respond to several other student posts. You may reflect on how these will impact your experience in Australia, comment on the noticeable difference between Australia and the US, or interact in any other way that you feel may enhance your knowledge of the country before arriving.  

4. During Program | Topics
1. You will be required to conduct 2 interviews with Australian locals who are relevant to your topic.  Write up your questions and their responses.  
2. You will present twice to the group on your topic.  The first presentation will be a discussion of your topic and original findings.  The second presentation will be on your interviews.  

5. During Program | Mid Reflection 
In a notebook, write a journal for your activities and thoughts from each day.  Include activities/ events, how you felt, and anything that you found interesting, surprising.  Also include words and social norms that are unique to Australia. 

6. Post Program | Final Reflection Post or Video
Option one: Written Reflection 
This option will be a way for you to reflect on the program as a whole: what you have learned from an educational, physical, or cultural standpoint. You should talk about any benefits that this program has had for you. The paragraph below outlines the proposed benefits and outcomes of participating in a study program abroad. Read the following paragraphs to get an idea of ways to talk about your experience. In completing this exercise, it may be helpful to imagine yourself describing your experience to a future employer in an interview setting. Minimum of 3 pages.
Option two: Reflection Video
This is an opportunity to show us your video making abilities! Create a promotional video for the program of about 2-4 minutes in length, encouraging students to study abroad on this program. The video should be filled with more videos than photos (this is not a photo journal). Think of a typical GoPro video, or travel videos. This should be filled with exciting elements from the trip, and should encourage future students to participate on the program! 

7. Post Program | Final Australia assignment
1. This is an opportunity for you to reflect more deeply about your topic of Australian culture, now that you have been to and experienced Australia for yourself. Discuss everything that you have learned from your research, interviews, discussions, as well as your excursions, tours, and lectures, etc. What surprised you? What have you learned? This paper should be at least 4 pages in length and include at least 4 citations in APA format. 
2. In addition to your paper write-up, complete either a photo journal or a travel recommendation of the following which MUST BE RELATED TO YOUR TOPIC:
· Photo journal. This must include a minimum of 10 photos, documenting one activity, city, or experience during the trip. 
· Travel recommendation list. Think of BuzzFeed posts (ex. Top 12 for a sports fanatic to see/do in Melbourne, Top 10 reasons all people need to watch Australian rugby, etc.) Must include at least 10 photos. 
3. Complete a review on Yelp! As tourism grows larger in Australia, more travelers are relying on reviews/recommendations to make their trip perfect. Complete a review on Yelp! Your review can be on anything from your experience… such as on a hostel, restaurant, attraction, etc. to assist future travelers.
Calendar
Rules for Submission
Written reflections during the trip can be written in a notebook and handed in to the instructor.  You also have the option of submitting the assignments electronically. Pre and post reflections and papers must be submitted online.
Responsibilities
All of the assignments are meant to focus on the following areas: a critical reflection upon the study abroad experience, an appreciation and understanding of another culture, as well as an increased sense of self-awareness. 
Failure to complete the course requirements will result in a failing grade for this course. 
Failure to comply with all programmatic, academic and internship site policies and procedures may negatively affect student grades.  The following are examples of such negative behavior:
· Failure to attend in-country orientation sessions and required professional activities
· Failure to comply with policies and procedures at the internship site
· Failure to interact in a positive and respectful fashion with internship site supervisors and workers
· Failure to interact in a positive and respectful fashion with Resident Directors or Program Coordinators
· Behaving in a knowingly culturally offensive manner
Disability Policy Statement
Students with documented disabilities may be entitled to specific accommodations.  The College at Brockport’s Office for Student with Disabilities (OSD) makes this determination.  Please contact the Office of Students with Disabilities at (585) 395-5409 or osdoffic@brockport.edu to inquire about obtaining an official letter to the course instructors detailing any approved accommodations. 

It is vitally important that the Office of International Education be informed by the student at the time of program application if the student has need of any specific accommodation.   On some programs and in some countries the available facilities and laws dealing with disabilities are different than on the campus at Brockport.  Ample time needs to be given so that the Office of International Education can seek to provide the best opportunities and advice for any student that needs special accommodation.    
Policy on Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty is a serious breach of that trust which exists between a student, one’s fellow students and the instructor.  Academic dishonesty is a major violation of College policy, which can result in the failure of this course, as well as in a range of disciplinary actions, from an official warning to suspension or dismissal from the College.  Any student suspected of such a violation will be subject to charges. 
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