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Course Description and Content:

A Documentation of Culture in the Netherlands
A faculty led tour in Iceland / Netherlands, with an emphasis on the documentation of culture through photography, writing, group discussions, and experiential observations.  The tour will integrate sociology and the fundamentals of digital photography as we explore Amsterdam and surrounding areas.  Students will earn 6 credits; Soc 102 and Com118.

This study tour will include credits for two courses, Social Problems and Issues and Digital Photography, with an intriguing exploration of Icelandic and Dutch culture utilizing social comparisons and observations as a platform for peer discussions and self-expression through photo-documentaries of the experience.  In collaboration with the sociology cultural studies, students will learn how to take successful photographs, a technical use of the digital camera, and creative ways to use the camera in documentary photography.  Students will travel through Amsterdam, as we explore many art, cultural, and historical sites that give insight into European society.  The group will participate in a Gallery Exhibit upon return to the United States, expressing their views and observations on Dutch culture though photographs and written essays in a group display. 

Major Study Abroad and Course Specific Objectives:

The study abroad course will provide students with the opportunity to gain first-hand knowledge and experience of the culture and customs of Iceland / Netherlands.

To Facilitate intellectual development (enhance critical thinking skills, improving specific skills such as writing, discipline-specific skills, documentary photography)

To Facilitate personal development (intercultural sensitivity- reduce stereotypes/increase understanding, isolation- feeling more connected to the rest of the world, better understanding of home culture, future career/higher education, better student, independence, confidence, self-knowledge, measure impact on interests/goals, increased interest in other parts of the world)

Language Learning and Acquisition- program facilitates development or improvement of language skills (improvement due to program, conversation, understanding, immersion experience)

Country/region-specific learning (experience living in a different culture, exposure to a different learning environment, increased knowledge of another part of the world, for interns/volunteers-working in a different country, opportunity to travel and to see the world firsthand, interaction with local residents)

Specific Course Student Learning Outcomes:

Digital Photography: Presents the fundamentals of digital photography; including creative techniques to take successful photographs and ways to utilize the digital camera. Students will learn the process of capturing images and the interpretation of their quality in terms of composition and concept.  Classical photography aesthetics is carried through the digital technology experience. Basic editing and presentation will be covered as we prepare for a final gallery exhibit highlighting the student's experience and interpretation of the Iceland / Netherlands through photographs and writing from the soiology course.  Student must supply their own digital camera, batteries, memory cards and any necessary hardware accessories or software accessories to make the camera functional. 3 credits.
Student Learning Outcomes-Digital Photography:

1 Demonstrate successful photo-examples utilizing the digital techniques learned in the course. This includes successful rules composition, techniques to optimize descriptive narrative, lighting situations, f-stop and shutter relationships, portraiture, landscapes, action, and night photography.

2 Demonstrate the ability to optimize, edit and size a digital image. 

3 Identify the most effective images for specific purposes and prepare the images for uploading to a web gallery.

4 Evaluate the effectiveness of the chosen images in terms of the technical quality, conceptual narrative, and the use of subject, form, composition, and elements of design. 

5 Evaluate the effectiveness - in terms of subject, form and technique - of images produced by class members.

6 Demonstrate a mastery of the industry-standard vocabulary of digital photography by successful participation in group critiques.

7 Produce a web gallery of his or her own photographs - consisting of a minimum of fifty images scored by a rubric - accessible to the instructor and the other members of the class.

8 Participate in the student exhibit displaying the group's best photographs highlighting culture in the Netherlands.

Estimated Course Outline-Digital Photography:  

1   Introduction to the digital camera

2   Parts and function of the camera

3   Composition and taking a successful photograph

4   Shutter and Aperture relationship (manual settings)

5   Creativity in your camera settings (modes)

6   Cleaning up a photograph and digital alterations

7   Lighting in photography

8   Night photography 

9   Utilizing elements of design in photography

10  Capturing action with digital photography

11  Portraiture photography

12  Landscape photography

12  Trouble shooting difficult  photos and settings

13  Printing techniques

14  Matting and display

15  Portfolio review

Graded Projects:
Rules of Composition “Document Architecture of Iceland and Amsterdam”

Landscape “Document Rural Landscapes”

Portraiture “Choose a social theme and photograph people in the city”

Action “Document the motion of the city”

Light Drawing “Photo Drawing in Vondel Park”

Night Photography “Document nightlife in the city”

Repetition “Document patterns in the market”

Less is More”Crop and Zoom to tell a story”

Traditions “Tell a story through a series of photos”

Social Observations “ Document observations through series of photos”

Print five best photos and particpate in the US gallery exhibit

Grading Scale: 
93.0 - 100
A

80.0 – 82.9
B-

67.0-69.9
D+

90.0 – 92.9
A-

77.0-79.9
C+

63.0-66.9
D

87.0-89.9
B+

73.0-76.9
C

60.0- 62.9
D-

83.0-86.9
B

70.0-72.9
C-

Below 60.0
 E (or F)

Grading Methodology Com 118:

Attendance and participation

20%

Photographs

 

70%

Final Prints




10%

Attendance and Course Policy:

Attendance and participation is mandatory for all class field trips and course lectures. Students are expected to actively participate in class events and finish all homework assignments.  All coursework will be due as assigned.  Students will be expected to articulate understanding of the material and share feedback with peers in class activities and critique sessions.

*Students are expected to read all reading assignments.

*Students are expected to hand in all homework on time.

*Students are expected to finish and present artwork..

*Students are expected meet the class prepared with all supplies.

*Students are expected to participate in class activities/ critiques.

Conduct Policy:

The policy on conduct is often summarized as: “while you are overseas, you are an unofficial ambassador for your home institution, for The College at Brockport and for the United States.” As our representative we have a stake in insuring that you represent us (and yourself) well.  A student that fails to follow the policy on conduct may be sent home at his/her own expense.

Accountability System:  All students must be accountable at all times; communicate with the faculty members during the day and with your peers in the evenings.  Have assigned travel partners that are accountable for each other for the duration of the program.  This does not mean that these individuals are required to “be” next to each other at all times, but rather just to watch out for each other.  
It is recommended that students use the buddy system at all times.  “Do not go anywhere by yourself”.  
Each country location will have different variations on safety and proper precautions.  As a general rule it is safer and more respectful of others to make sure someone knows where you are at all times.   E.g.  Leave a note, or even better, hand the note to the Professor:  E.g. “Four of us (names included) are going to the Green Turtle Pub tonight. We will make sure that we come home together.”  If the group moves on to the “Jumping Stag Cinema” then call or text the Professor and let them know of the change in plans.    

Policy on Student Academic Dishonesty: 

Plagiarism / Dishonest Cheating:  Plagiarism is the dual act of presenting and claiming the words, ideas or creations of others as your own.  Plagiarism may be intentional - as is false claim of authorship, or unintentional - as in a failure to document sources correctly.  Presenting ideas in the exact or nearly the exact wording as found in primary sources constitutes plagiarism, as does patching together paraphrased statements without in-text citations.   Disciplinary action resulting from confirmed instances of plagiarism / cheating may include a failing grade on the assignment or the course, removal from class or expulsion from the College.

Disability Policy Statement:

Students with documented disabilities may be entitled to specific accommodations.  The College at Brockport’s Office for Student with Disabilities (OSD) makes this determination.  Please contact the Office of Students with Disabilities at (585) 395-5409 or osdoffic@brockport.edu to inquire about obtaining an official letter to the course instructors detailing any approved accommodations. 

It is vitally important that the Office of International Education be informed by the student at the time of program application if the student has need of any specific accommodation.   On some programs and in some countries the available facilities and laws dealing with disabilities are different than on the campus at Brockport.  Ample time needs to be given so that the Office of International Education can seek to provide the best opportunities and advice for any student that needs special accommodation.    

Expected Itinerary: 

The Brockport Office of International Education and the Professor publish this expected itinerary with the intent of providing these or similar experiences for the student so he/she will have an outstanding Study Abroad Experience.  We reserve the right to change specific items in the itinerary or to cancel itinerary items without replacement if we deem that financial, logistical or political conditions make it advisable to do so.  

AMSTERDAM  ITINERARY 2012

6/19 Wednesday-meet at Toronto Airport, depart for Iceland



-arrive Iceland, check in to hostel / tour Reykjavik

6/20 Thursday-class meeting-Volcanic Landscape Bus Tour

6/21 Friday-Participate in Summer Solstice Festival

6/22 Saturday-Fly to Amsterdam, check in to hostel

6/23 Sunday-Amsterdam Historical Walking Tour

6/24 Monday-Anne Frank House/Dutch Resistance Museum

6/25 Tuesday-Van Gogh Museum/ Canal Boat Trip

6/26 Wednesday-class meeting-World Photo Press Exhibit 

6/27 Thursday-Waterlooplein Flea Market-Rembrandt House-Albert Cuypmarkt Outdoor Market

6/28 Friday-Alkmaar Kaasmarkt-Cheese Parade/Cutting-Ledein WindmillTour-DAY TRIP

6/29 Saturday-Red Light Tour/Mtg. with Mariska-Our Lord in the Attic Museum

6/30Sunday-- Free Day

7/1 Monday—Service Learning Day

7/2 Tuesday—Bike Trip/Amsterdamse Bos-Historical Tram Ride

7/3 Wednesday-Service Learning Day

7/4 Thursday-class meeting-Amsterdam Artis Zoo

7/5 Friday-Tropen Museum-FOAM Museum

7/6 Saturday- Free day

7/7 Sunday-Free Day

7/8 Monday-Muiden Castle-DAY TRIP

7/9 Tuesday-Final Critique and class discussion & Dutch Lunch

7/10 Wednesday-Depart Amsterdam-arrive Toronto

Activities subject to change with weather conditions
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