Spain & Portugal: Course Syllabus

Dr. Jurek						   	   Winter session 2019
Overseas Academic Program 404                                Office Phone: 585-395-5677
sjurek@brockport.edu                                                  Office 233 Brown Building  
(3) credits


Course Description
This course, through a combination of assigned readings, student research/papers and international travel with guided tours/lectures will explore the political, religious, architectural and artistic history of Spain, and Portugal. 


Required Readings

A Concise History of Spain by William D. Phillips, Jr. and Carla Phillips.  Cambridge University Press. Any Edition.   
	Must Read Chapters 3,4,5, and 7,8.   I suggest reading the whole book. 

A Concise History of Portugal by David Birmingham.  Cambridge University Press. Any edition. 
Must Read Chapters 2,3, and 6,7.  I suggest reading the whole book. 

Suggested Readings 
	http://libro.uca.edu/payne1/spainport1.htm

Empire: How Spain Became a Major World Power 1492-1763 by Henry Kamen. Harper-Collins. 2002. 

Conquerors: How Portugal Forged The First Global Empire by Roger Crowley. Random House. Any edition. 


Guided tours/lectures
Student should expect to spend between three and four hours a day in intense learning experiences with that will include lectures/discussions and site visit. Travel arrangements permitting, students have several “free” hours each day during which they are expected to visit museums, art galleries, archeological sites, Churches and other places of historical interest as well as experience the local culture by, for example, sampling the local cuisine at the restaurant of your choosing for lunch, or attending a local cultural event.   There is plenty of time for shopping as well. 

Course Objectives
Students will acquire knowledge about the political, culture (contemporary and ancient) religious, architectural and artistic history of Spain, and Portugal. With this knowledge students will come to a better understanding of these countries’ historical role in the world. For instance, students will complete this course with a better understanding Portugal’s role in the age of discovery, and Spain’s role in the conflict between Christians and Muslims in medieval Europe, as well its strategic place between North Africa and Southern Europe.   


Student’s Responsibilities

1. Complete assigned reading on time which in this case means before we depart for the trip.

2. Complete the assigned research paper on time.  

3. Listen attentively to all tour guide’s lectures and to fellow students' comments/questions. 

4. Act responsibly while on the trip. This means punctuality for all events including bus/train departure times, hotel check-ins, tour guides, etc as well proper behavior befitting stewards of the United States.  This also means we respect local customs and local merchant practices.  Awareness of your surroundings is a key ingredient for an experience you will never forget. 


Grading

1. 60% research paper.  Every student will write a ten page research paper that will be due via email sjurek@brockport.edu on December 26.  Put Spain/Portugal trip in the Subject line when emailing me.  Pick any topic you like that deals with Spain and/or Portugal. The purpose of this paper is to push you to a greater level of understanding about the places we visit.  Research some of the places, what interests you?  Why are you going on the trip?  
a. Since this is open to all majors, any topic is acceptable about Spain/Portugal.  
b. I teach Comparative, European, and European Union politics, so I am interested in so much that is going on in Iberia (the Spanish and Portuguese peninsula).  The current economics and politics of separatism and federalism with Catalonia and Madrid, the role of nationalism, the costs of renewable energy, anti-austerity measures, the housing bubbles, the role of religion in politics, the role of history in politics especially imperialism and colonialism, art, architecture, geopolitics as it relates to Iberia, etc.-  there are a million things just in my field alone that I could write on.  What would you like to learn more about? 
c. 10 pages, double spaced, 1 inch margins, font size 12, Times New Roman, complete with source citations (either parenthetical citation, footnote, or endnote).  APA or MLA citation style is fine.  Look up online for examples on how to cite sources.
d. Use reputable peer reviewed sources.    A minimum of five is required.  You can use the sources listed in this syllabus. 
e. Cover page not necessary, but a title is. 
f. This should be a fun paper- to advance your knowledge and satisfy your own curiosity about the world.  It should also serve to give you background knowledge on the places we will visit. 

2. 30% reflection paper. Throughout the trip students must take notes on the places they visit and what they experience.  This serves as a log to track your adventure.  Every student will hand in a reflection paper based on their travels and what they have learned.  The paper can partly be a record of where you went and what you saw, but most importantly what you learned and experienced on the trip.  This is not a narrative of the itinerary; instead, this is your reflection on the experience itself.  For example: What was different about the experience from your expectations?  What did you learn about yourself? Other cultures? Other students on the trip? The tour guides?  This is due January 22 via email to sjurek@brockport.edu.  

3. Because we will be together in confined spaces (hotels, airports, planes, buses) for a long period on this trip our behavior will greatly impact others. For that reason there is a behavior component of the grade that will account for the final 10% of the grade.  We will all get tired and have a bad moment or do something silly on the trip and that is to be expected but consistently boorish behavior or mistreatment of others is unacceptable. If you engage in such behavior, I will use this portion of the grade to penalize you for this bad behavior.  Any problem caused by drug/alcohol consumption will result in a failing grade notwithstanding the 10% limit to this component.  Be respectful of the cultures we experience and act as stewards of the United States to the best of your ability and we will all have a memorable and enjoyable time! 


 Itinerary

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Day 1: Fly overnight to Spain 

1. Day 2: Barcelona
Walking tour of Las Ramblas

1. Day 3: Barcelona
Take a guided tour of Barcelona
Plaza de Catalunya
Plasa de Espana
Park Guell
La Sagrada Familia

1. Day 4: Barcelona + Valencia
Travel to Valencia

1. Day 5: Valencia + Granda
Walking tour of Valencia
Travel to Granada

1. Day 6: Granada + Costa del Sol
Take a guided tour of Granada
Visit the Alhambra
Travel to Costa del Sol

1. Day 7: Costa del Sol
Enjoy a free day on the Costa del Sol
Explore shops, beaches and local culture on your own

1. Day 8: Costa del Sol + Seville
Travel to Seville
Take a guided tour of Seville
Visit the Seville Alcázar
Visit the Seville Cathedral

1. Day 9: Seville + Madrid (high speed train)
Travel to Madrid
Take a guided tour of Madrid
Visit the Royal Palace
Take a walking tour of Madrid
Visit the Prado

1. Day 10: Madrid + Toledo
Cathedral of Toledo
Church of Santo Tome
Back to Madrid

1. Day 11: Madrid + Merida + Lisbon
Visit Roman Theater in Merida
Travel to Lisbon

1. Day 12: Lisbon
Take a guided tour of Lisbon
Torre de Belem
Padrao dos Descobrimentos
Visit the Castelo de São Jorge
Visit the Mosteiro dos Jerónimos

1. Day 13: Depart for home

